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USCG Past and Present

Å1790: ñRevenue Marineò created 
within Treasury

Å1863:  ñRevenue Cutter Serviceò 
established

Å1915:  Revenue Cutter Service 
combines with the U.S. Lifesaving 
Service (1848) to create the Coast 
Guard

Å1939:  U.S. Lighthouse Service 
(1789) added 

Å1946:  Steamboat Inspection 
Service (1838) added

Å1967:  Coast Guard moved to 
Department of Transportation

Å2003:  Coast Guard moved to 
Department of Homeland Security
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USCG Statutory Mission Programs

ü Search and Rescue ςTitle 14

ü Marine Safety ςTitle 33, 46 

ü Marine Environmental Protection ςTitle 14, 33

ü Aids to Navigation ςTitle 14

ü Ice Operations ςTitle 14

ü Living Marine Resources ςTitle 14

ü Ports, Waterways, and Coastal Security ςTitle 14, 46

ü Defense Readiness ςTitle 10, 14

ü Illegal Drug Interdiction ςTitle 14

ü Undocumented Migrant Interdiction ςTitle 14

ü Other Law Enforcement ςTitle 14

*Per Section 888, Homeland Security Act

*Homeland 

Security

*Non -Homeland

Security



A Day in the Life of the 

U. S. Coast Guard

Å Save 13 lives, respond to 64 search and rescue cases and prevent loss of $260,000 in property.

Å Seize or remove 1,100 pounds of illegal drugs, with a street value of $19 million.

Å Interdict 10 migrants attempting to illegally enter the United States via maritime routes.

Å Conduct 135 armed waterborne security patrols.

Å Conduct 57 inspections of U.S. Flagged Vessels and safety exams on commercial fishing vessels.

Å Conduct 67 container inspections, and investigate and respond to 10 pollution incidents.

Å Issue 200 credentials to qualified merchant mariners.

Å Perform 47 safety, security and environmental protection inspections at maritime facilities.

Å Manage 3,500 commercial vessel transits through the Marine Transportation System.

Å Provide reliable visual aids to navigation throughout the United States and its territories.

Å Conduct 14 fisheries boardings to ensure compliance with fisheries and protected species regulations.

Å Provide forces and capabilities to DOD to carry out U. S. national security objectives.

5

On an average day the United States Coast Guard will:

http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=761910&g2_imageViewsIndex=1
http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=191224&g2_imageViewsIndex=1


Wide Range of Operational Assets

27 Long Range Surveillance 

(LRS) Aircraft 

HC -130H/J Hercules 

102 Short Range Recovery 

(SRR) HH -65C

41 Medium Range Recovery

(MRR) MH -60J Jayhawk

17 Medium Range Surveillance 

(MRS) Aircraft 

13 270õ Medium Endurance 

Cutters (WMEC)

39 110õ Patrol Boats (WPB)

12 210õ Medium Endurance 

Cutters (WMEC)

12 378õ High Endurance Cutters 

(WHEC)

68

87õ Coastal Patrol Boats 

(CPB)

6 Response Boats ðMedium

(RB -M)

117 47õ Motor Life Boats 

(MLB)

1,900 Small Boats

3 Polar Icebreakers

1 Great Lakes Icebreaker

9 Icebreaking Tugs

30 Seagoing & Coastal 

Buoy Tenders

35 Inland River Tenders

11 Harbor Tugs

1 National Security Cutter 

(WMSL)

1 National Security Cutter 

(WMSL)
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1985 -2005

17 yrs

1984 -2004 1964 -2007 1990 -2005

38 yrs

Challenge: Aging Assets

The Coast Guard Operates the 37
th

Oldest of 39 

Similar Fleets Worldwide

Year First

Commissioned

Expiration of 
Planned 

Service Life
18 yrs

12 yrs

1972 -1997
30 yrs

1965 -2008
37 yrs

1982 -2002

20 yrs

1982 -2013

28 yrs

18 yrs

Avg 

Age


